
Year 4 – Autumn 
English – Instructions 

Core Texts Additional Texts 

Electricity 
Charging 
About 

Shocking 
Story of 
Electricity 

Where does 
lightning 
come from? 

Oscar and 
the Bird 

Knowledge for the writer 
• Use the title to show what the instructions are 

about. (How to look after goldfish.) 
• Work out exactly what sequence is needed to 

achieve the planned goal. 
• Decide on the important points you need to 

include at each stage. 
• Decide how formal or informal the text will be. 

(Cook for 20 minutes/Pop your cheesecake in the 
oven for 20 minutes. 

• Present the text clearly. Think about using bullet 
points, numbers or letters to help your reader 
keep track as they work their way through each 
step. 

• Keep sentences as short and simple as possible. 
• Avoid unnecessary adjectives and adverbs or 

technical words, especially if your readers are 
young. 

• Appeal directly to the reader’s interest and 
enthusiasm. (You will really enjoy this game. Why 
not try out this delicious recipe on your friends? 
Only one more thing left to do now.) 

• Include a final evaluative statement to wrap up 
the process. (Now go and enjoy playing your new 
game. Your beautiful summer salad is now ready 
to eat.) 

• Re-read your instructions as if you know nothing 
about the procedure involved. Make sure you 
haven’t missed out any important stages or 
details and check that the language is as simple 
and clear as possible. 

• Use procedural texts within other text types 
when you need a set of rules, guidelines or 
instructions to make something really clear for 
the reader. 

Grammar Focus Grammar Focus 
- Formal language 
- 2nd person 
- Specific determiners: their, whose, this, that, 

these, those, which 
- Powerful verbs 
- Prepositions 
- Imperative verbs 
- Plurals for nouns ending with a “y”: change to 

an “I” and add “-es”, eg baby – babies 
- Modal verbs – could, should, would, must 
- Compound nouns using hyphens 
- Capital letters for proper nouns 



Progression in Instructional Texts 

EYFS • Listen to and follow single instructions, and then a series of two and three instructions 
• Give oral instructions when playing. 
• Read and follow simple classroom instructions on labels with additional pictures or symbols. 
• Attempt to write instructions on labels, for instance in role play area 

Year 1 • Listen to and follow a single more detailed instruction and a longer series of instructions. 
• Think out and give clear single oral instructions. 
• Routinely read and follow written classroom labels carrying instructions. 
• Read and follow short series of instructions in shared context. 
• Contribute to class composition of instructions with teacher scribing. 
• Write two consecutive instructions independently 

Year 2 • Listen to and follow a series of more complex instructions. 
• Give clear oral instructions to members of a group. 
• Read and follow simple sets of instructions such as recipes, plans, constructions which 

include diagrams. Analyse some instructional texts and note their function, form and typical 
language features: 

• statement of purpose, list of materials or ingredients, sequential steps, direct/imperative 
language  

• use of adjectives and adverbs limited to giving essential information 
• emotive/value-laden language not generally used 
• As part of a group with the teacher, compose a set of instructions with additional diagrams. 

Write simple instructions independently e.g. getting to school, playing a game 

Year 3 • Read and follow instructions. 
• Give clear oral instructions to members of a group. 
• Read and compare examples of instructional text, evaluating their effectiveness. 

Analyse more complicated 
• instructions and identify organisational devices which make them easier to follow, 

e.g. lists, numbered, bulleted points, diagrams with arrows, keys. 
• Research a particular area ( e.g. playground games) and work in small groups to 

prepare a set of oral instructions. 
• Try out with other children, giving instruction and listening and following theirs. 

Evaluate effectiveness of instructions. 
• Write clear written instructions using correct register and devices to aid the reader. 

Year 4 • In group work, give clear oral instructions to achieve the completion of a common task. 
Follow oral instructions of 

• increased complexity. 
• Evaluate sets of instructions (including attempting to follow some of them) for purpose, 

organisation and layout, clarity and usefulness. 
• Identify sets of instructions which are for more complex procedures , or are combined 

with other text types (e.g. some recipes).Compare these in terms of audience/purpose and 
form (structure and language features). 

• Write a set of instructions (using appropriate form and features) and test them out on 
other people, revise and try them out again. 

Year 5 

Year 6 • Choose the appropriate form of writing and style to suit a specific purpose and audience 
drawing on knowledge of different non-fiction text types. 

• Use the language conventions and grammatical features of the different types of text as 
appropriate. 


